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Durango Adult Education Center

The DAEC Turns 30 S

In 1987, the year the Durango Adult Education Center formed, our hairstyles were made of cartwheels and our clothes were
borrowed from Candy Land. Pixar made its first computer animated short film. Green Day jammed for the first time. And “going
viral” meant sending messages on a Listserv.

A lot can change in 30 years.

The DAEC has certainly changed—maturing, expanding, and adapting. ESL, high
school equivalency, career enhancement, and technological enrichment are but a
few of our programs added or adjusted for evolving community needs. With change
comes greater success. For instance, we continually exceed state and national

pass rates for the GED! Whereas 80% pass the exam nationally, and 87% succeed
statewide, 96% of our students rock the test with excellent scores. No wonder the
Durango Area Chamber of Commerce named the DAEC 2016 Nonprofit of the Year. Nonprofit of the Year Award ceremony

The organization Helen James founded in 1987 looked very different. Using free meeting rooms in churches and the police station,
the first volunteers coached students on rudimentary English literacy and fluency—enough to better navigate life in town and,
later, attain citizenship. Today, the organization relies on its outstanding volunteers, as well as award-winning full-time teaching
staff.
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In 2005 the El Pomar Foundation presented the DAEC with an Award of Excellence in recognition for our outstanding
contributions to the community and the state of Colorado. Two years later, in partnership with the Southwest Conservation Corps,
we formed the Southwest Institute for Education and Conservation (SIEC)—also named “Nonprofit of the Year” in 2007 to purchase
and transform The Commons building into an epicenter of adult learning and job skill enhancement.

In celebration of these many benchmarks, we are launching our “30-for-30 Challenge”—that is, 30 ways you can support the
DAEC as we march gallantly forward into the next 30 years. No. 30 on the list: attend a GED Graduation ceremony. Most graduates
overcome tremendous obstacles to earn their high school equivalency diploma. We honor their persistence at a special ceremony
each May and December. The May 2017 ceremony is Thursday, May 25th, 6-7:30 p.m. at the Durango Public Library.

You can find the other 29 fun, rewarding, and surprising 30th Anniversary challenges on our blog at: www.durangoadulted.org.
And regardless of whatever happens to our hair and clothes three decades down the road, we will always be a caring learning
community making meaningful changes.

durangoadulted.org | 701 Camino del Rio, Ste. 301, Durango, CO | (970) 385-4354 tel | The Commons




Director’s Note

We're heading west! After thirty years of primarily
serving La Plata County learners, DAEC is expand-
ing to Montezuma County. Through a competitive
process, we were selected by the Colorado
Department of Education to be the adult education
provider for the southwest Colorado region.

Beginning this fall we will bring our highly successful
High School Equivalency preparation program and
our very effective English as a Second Language
program to Cortez and Mancos. More details to follow
but rest assured we plan to serve as many of the
region’s adult learners as we can.

We've also expanded in Durango. We now have
room for 8 students in our nearby housing, doubling
our capacity from last fall. As you can imagine, this
housing has been invaluable in helping our learners
complete their academic goals, and it is inspiring to
see them succeed.

Dorm-style housing within walking distance of DAEC

We continue to refine our purpose and measure our
impact on the people and the communities we serve.
Check out our updated strategic plan and more by
visiting our blog, available on our website or
Facebook page, to keep in touch with all that we're
doing!

With sincere appreciation for your
support and partnership,
Teresa Malone, Executive Director

2016 Learners

45

Students
Earned a GED.

395
Total Learners
Served

® 107 students from other countries learned English

® 17 different countries were represented by our ESL students

® 30 children were taken care of in childcare

® 53 individuals were served in BOOST Program

® 157 students studied for their GED

¥ 503 tests were adminstered at our Pearson Vue Testing Center

® 810 volunteer hours were donated to helping our students succeed

2016 Finances®
Revenue: $810,176

In-Kind
Donations 3%

Other
0%

Program Fees
2%

Grants

0,
fo Government

Grants and
Contracts

Contributions 54%

24%

Management
12%

Program
Services
86%

* 2016 Audited Financials



The Impact of Your Support

BOOST Expands Housing & Scholarships

Last fall, we secured a dorm-style apartment for our students who were housing insecure to provide
them a stable living situation so they can finish their studies. The first ever DAEC apartment has been
a major success. We are very proud to report that all of the initial students were able to save up money
and secure permanent housing in their own apartments in fewer than four months. With the success
of the first apartment, we have secured another four-bedroom apartment right next door. We have
four students ready to move in. Three of those students were housing insecure, and one was sleeping
outside, so it is great to be able to provide them more stable housing.

BOOST has continued to remove other barriers for our students. We have been able to help fund
two students with their citizenship application, and with graduation coming up we will be awarding
five scholarships to assist some students with their post-secondary education.

Eveling Renteria,
ESL student living at the
DAEC student apartment

English as a Second Language Students Get Involuved

The ESL Program recently held two successful events last month to enrich the learning experience of
our English learners.

The inaugural Citizenship Day was held on April 8th. DAEC partnered with Colorado Immigrant Rights
Coalition (CIRC), Companeros, local immigration attorney Beth Padilla, and 15 volunteers to assist
participants with their questions and applications for naturalization.

The 2nd Annual Library Night held in partnership with the Durango Public Library happened on
April 20th. The event focused on the many ways non-native speakers can use the library to learn and
practice English. Students took a library tour and sampled various library materials and resources.

The next few months will be very busy for the ESL team as they plan for their fall expansion of classes in
Cortez. Due to the recent award of the competitive grant from the Colorado Department of Education,
the much-needed English classes will resume and will serve those students who were previously on the
long waiting list.

New Post-Secondary Scholarships

Earlier this month, DAEC added a new program to help early childhood professionals meet the Colorado licensing requirements
to work in that field. This program assists early childhood providers become teacher and director certified and receive financial
support to complete the required college courses. This program, in its 18th year funded by the Buell Foundation, is much
needed in the region as there is an ongoing shortage of licensed child care capacity. Not only will DAEC students benefit from this
opportunity, but it is open to all child care providers in the five-county southwest Colorado region.

If you are a childcare provider in southwest Colorado and are interested in obtaining your Colorado Early
Childhood Teacher Certification or are trying to complete your Directors Qualifications, the Early Childhood
Professional Training Project offers scholarships for ECE providers to go to college and assists with:
« Scholarships
« Assistance in navigating Colorado licensing requirements in regards
to required college coursework
+ Academic advising
« Assistance in selecting college courses
- Financial aid assistance
« Support for completing the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)

- . . Regina Wells,
Please contact Program Coordinator Sierra Di Marco at (970) 259-2094 or DAEC childcare providers

sdimarco@durangoadulted.org. for more information.



The Impact of Your Support cmn

GED Students Continue to Soar

The High School Equivalency (HSE) team is always in a high state of excitement in May as we move closer to our bi-annual
graduation. Our graduates will round out at about 20, and we have several students who have studied for two years with us
(second language learners) who have finally achieved the GED diploma! Many of our students work outside the home and are
also parents, so this accomplishment is that much more outstanding, and we are so thankful for our many experienced teachers
and tutors who work every day, week in and week out, for months, supporting students, practicing reading and writing skills,
reinforcing social studies and science content, and bringing high-level math to light for students, sometimes sparking a newfound
sense of potential and real confidence in our adult learners that they can succeed beyond the GED.
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B Furthermore, seven of our graduates have earned
DS T sy s G scores thajc qua!ify them to earn agtual college
ey creqlt by |n§t|tut|0ns that partne”r with the' QED
{Ff  college crodit hours Testing Services; these students “may be eligible
P for up to 3 credits in Math, 3 credits in Science, 3

credits in Social Studies, and 1 credit in Humanities.”
Students who score 175-200 (on any subject test)
have demonstrated skills that could qualify them
for the benefits at the GED® College Ready level and

GED® Collegn Raady

Raady to take
165 college lovel coursas

Meet Averi Kremer.

145

enable them to earn a recommendation to receive
college credits when they enroll in a participating
postsecondary institution. All of the community
colleges in Colorado recognize the CR+Credit level.

She started classes at the
Center last August after

she dropping out of DHS
at the end of her Junior

GED?* College Ready or GED®
College Ready + Credit scores

year. In 8 short months of
hard work, Averi attained
her GED in March and will
be attending Fort Lewis
College this fall. Please
come to the GED gradua-
tion to celebrate Averi and
other recent graduates on
their accomplishment!

We're also pleased to have regained our La Plata County Jail program after
a hiatus of a few years. We have two dedicated teachers along with four
volunteers who help tutor the inmates. Between them, we now have two
students who have passed a Science and a Reasoning Through Language Arts
GED test and are moving towards attaining their GED. With much enthusiasm,
we look forward to the inmates completing their studies at our Center upon

Why | Volunteer

My name is Thomas Skurky and | am a tutor to English as a Second Language (ESL) students at the Center. Before | retired, |
taught at Fort Lewis College for 32 years as a Professor of Psychology.

| chose to volunteer here because | read that they offered courses to help students become more proficient in the English
language and the opportunity to teach students of different cultures was quite appealing to me. Also | had heard about the
Center from some friends and they had nothing but good things to say about the staff and programs.

| have been volunteering at the Center for over two years because each day that | teach and laugh
with my student is a rewarding day and one in which | feel something significant has been
accomplished. | have always found education to be a two-way transformative experience, one in
which the teacher and student have the opportunity to grow intellectually, emotionally,

and personally. Volunteering in an educational setting seems quite natural to me. | will keep coming
back here because | continue to enjoy the teachers and staff and their invariable kindness and help.

-Thomas A. Skurky
ESL Volunteer




2016 Donors

Literacy Proponents &
Benefactors

Richard & Mary Lyn Ballantine
Michael & Elaine Moravan
Foundation

Penny O’Keefe

John & Aline Schwob

City of Durango
Community Foundation
Serving Southwest CO.

La Plata County

Maybel Y Hughes Charitable
Trust

Moniker Foundation

Pope Family Charitable
Foundation

Texas Instruments

United Way of Southwest
Colorado

Women's Foundation of
Colorado

Literacy Champions

Gail Aalund

John & Cissy Anderson

Bryan & Jacquelyn Dear

Trisha & William Hayes

Susan Reese

Bart & Tamara Tabor

Nan Uhl

Karen & Jerry Zink

Erteszek Family

Foundation

Community Foundation / Boone
Fund

Crawford Family Foundation
First National Bank of Durango
First Southwest Bank

La Plata Electric Association

The Payroll Department
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
Wells Fargo

Literacy Leaders

Ulys Gardella

Gregory Bell

Jan Murphy

Mary & Clint Barter
Sandra & Tim LaFrance
Leonora Branca

Laura Branson

Robert Chaput

Jim Clay

Joe & Mary Colgan
Sandra Cushman
Deborah Duncan

Lon Erwin

Moni Grushkin

Connie Jacobs
Stephen & Martha Kiely
Teresa & Eric Malone
Stephanie Moran
Greg Stilwell

Sidny Zink

DeColores Civitan Club
PEO Chapter FX
Pew Charitable Foundation

Literacy Advocates

Kathleen Adams

Dean Brookie

Antonia Clark

Ronald Gassner

Bob Harrington

Barbara Harris

Mary Irby

Mona Kurlander

Sweetie Marbury

Anne Markward

Kim Martin

Tim & Carolyn Miller
Elizabeth Murphy

Jim Olson

Jackie Oros

Steve Phillips

Kelly Quach

Sally Shuffield

Ann Stringfellow

Cecilia Suazo

Shelby Tisdale

Tony Wolf

Catholic Daughters of the
Americas

Empowered Energy
Maria’s Bookshop
Maynes, Bradford, Shipps &
Sheftel

Mountain Waters Rafting
Parady Tax Solutions

Literacy Friends &
Sponsors

Pattie Adler

Allison Aichele

Cori & Shawn Andreatta
Wayne Bedor

Sally & Vic Bellerue
Louise Bendix

Elizabeth Benefiel
Cheryl Brandsma

Laura & Jeff Branson
Buz Bricca

Sandra Bruce

Stephani Burditt

John Buting

Constance Chamberlain
Paulette & Clyde Church
Mary Jane Clark
Gordon & Marcia Clouser
Vicki & Will Coe

Burt Coleman

Marya Corrigan

Ernest & Margo Cotton
Bernardine Cox

Mary Crist

Susan Croom

Lynn Daugherty

Marie Davidson
Kathy Deaderick
Grace Deltscheff
Judith Duke

Lynn Duncan

Lisa Eason

Wanda Ellingson
Joyce Erickson

Judy Fairchild

Nancy Fisher

M. Jane & Ronald Fogleman
James Foster

Karyn Galbaldon
Stanna Galbraith
Margaret Galland
Leanne Garcia

Sue Griffith

Richard & Gail Grossman
Louise Grunewald
Tim Guill

Suzanne Harrison
Mark Head

Barbara Heinrich
Marci Hendricks
Judith Hook

Richard Imig
Corinne Jameson
Caroline Johnson
Maile Kane

Claudia & Stephen Kanne
Gary & Sherry Knight
Gwen Lachelt

Janis Larson

Bruce LeClaire

Paul Lemon

Joe Lewandowski
Pamela Liu

Cherrie Lum
Rochelle Mann

Nicki Massioen

Paul McGurr

Sue McMillin

Sandra Mericle

Judy Michalski
Virginia Miller-Cavanagh
Rose Misseri

Jessie Morgan

Mary Mullen
Stephanie Nichols
John & Katie Ogier
Jeanne Parks

John Patton

Howard & Jean Poe
John Purser

Anne Putnam
Christine Rassmussen
Honor Reynolds
Don Ricedorff

Sheri Rochford Figgs
Cynthia Roebuck
Susan Rose

Susan Service

Steve & Jane Short
Dan Snowberger
John Spear

Andree Stetson

Brooks & Janice Taylor
Gloria Toburen

Kathy & Richard Tonnesen
Helen Tuman

Isaac & Ellen Turiel

Shaila Van Sickle

Anne Varis

Mary & David Wagner

Tim Walsworth

William & Christine Warren
Tom & Linda West

Ardyn Westerwick

Richard White

Alison Williams

Animas High School

Beta Sigma Phi

Durango Emblem Club #131
Durango Herald

Durango Silverton Narrow Gauge RR
Kroeger

PEO Chapter CS

PEO Chapter IT

Wolf Creek Ski Resort

This represents donations received
in 2016. We apologize for any
inadvertent omissions.

Please consider
donating today to
join the community
of members who
value literacy by
investing in the
next 30 years of
our educational
growth.
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Durango Adult Education Center

701 Camino del Rio, Ste. 301
Durango, CO 81301

Upcoming Euvents Did You Know?

May 21
Taste of Durango Beneficiary
Main Ave., Durango

May 25

GED Graduation

Durango Public Library - 6 pm

August 16 By 2018, 63% ofall US jobs will require education
Community Concert Series Beneficiary beyond high school. *tducateandelevate.org

Rochester Hotel, Durango
Late August

Fall Registration & Classes Start LA PLATA MONTEZUMA,
Cortez, Mancos (SCCC) & Durango COUNTY COUNTY

DAEC Mission Statement

Durango Adult Education Center, a caring learning In La Plata County (1 in 5) and Montezuma County
community, fills educational gaps by providing the skills (1in4) adults lack a high school diploma/

and knowl n ry for livable w. reers, - . 4
BT 1 IRl 161 LI D CETEES, (o5 equivalent or speak English less than very well.

secondary education, and social and economic mobility. } . )
*US Census Bureau - 2011-2015 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates



