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Learning Bone-Deep: Stephanie Moran Retires
The children ogled the cow carcass. They poked through its guts and prodded the white bones smeared 
red. The fi fth graders called out the names identifying particular muscles and organs. Their new teacher, 
Stephanie Moran, sparked discussion and fi elded questions about the carcass donated by the local butcher 
for anatomical exploration. 

“As good as my fi rst year was is how awful my second year was. If my second year had been my fi rst year, 
I would have walked away,” Moran admits with a rueful grin. Luckily, she found her groove. “The art of 
teaching is not about knowing stuff . It’s about translating information…enough so that it inspires learning 
about more things. Helping people make connections and say: I never thought of it like that.”

More than three decades later, Moran approaches her offi  cial retirement from the education fi eld. (Pssst…
everyone’s invited to the party which follows on the heels of the Durango Adult Education Center’s 
Graduation Ceremony, May 30th, 6-7 pm at the Durango Public Library.) After various teaching stints 
across diff erent grade levels around the U.S. at public schools and universities, Moran settled into the DAEC 
where she became a vital force for 18 years. 

Hers was the offi  ce students sought when they needed an ally. Hers was the advice they wanted when 
making major life choices or career decisions. Hers were the eyes—the exact color of wisdom and 
compassion—they wanted looking straight into their hearts and seeing their truth. 

Humble by nature, Moran tilts the spotlight on her DAEC colleagues and leaders, calling them the most 
committed and caring professionals. They are the reason why the DAEC remains nimble and open, despite 
operating on a shoestring budget. In Colorado, less than a million dollars are allotted for adult education for 
the entire state, whereas neighboring states invest fi ve to ten times that amount.

Fortunately, Durango possesses a generous community whose donations are central to the DAEC’s success.    
Moran  asserts, “The doors are still open and students return to us. They trust                   
us to be here  for them. The community respects us. They respect our 
students. They understand we need an alternative to the four-year 
trajectory.”

As Moran sees it, mutual trust defi nes the teacher-student relationship. As 
Program Manager of the High School Equivalency Program, Moran made   
it her mission to make all students feel welcome and safe at the DAEC. No 
matter what, they could trust the Center and its mission to equip individuals 
with the knowledge they need to lead productive lives, to better contribute 
to the local economy, and to the overall health of the community.
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2017 Accomplishments

	 87 students from other countries learned English 
	 14 different countries were represented by our ESL students
	 45 children received care while their parents attended class
  101 individuals received career & support services throught the 

BOOST Program
	 212 students studied for their high school equivalency
  469 tests were administered at our Pearson Vue Testing Center 

  869 volunteer hours were donated to help our students succeed
  GED Pass Rates: DAEC- 96% vs. National - 89%

39
     Students Earned 

   a Highschool
      Equivalency

Diploma

2017 Finances  (unaudited)

Director’s Note

Spring has fully arrived! All the signs are 
here. As I bike the river trail to work, I 
am in awe of the synchronous timing of 
sprouting leaves, emerging daffodils, and 
wild birdsong happening all at once. 

How did I know now was the right time 
for me to depart as Executive Director 
of the Durango Adult Education Center? 
Because all the unmistakable signs were 
there. In the five years I have served this 
outstanding organization, the DAEC has 
transformed. It has constantly adapted 
and expanded services to accommodate 
what the community needs and requests. 
Its teachers have proven nimble and agile, 
adjusting their methods so that adult 
learners are always equipped to succeed.  

We are so proud of our learners,           
graduates, new citizens, and college       
entrants that you’ll read about in this 
newsletter.  None of our many  
accomplishments would be possible  
without the support of our donors, 
partners, volunteers, and board of 
directors. 

A search for a new Executive Director is 
underway as I depart for new challenges. 
Our Center is primed and ready for new 
leadership to harness this momentum 
and channel it into a fruitful and verdant 
future. My heart is heavy as I prepare to 
leave, but that same heart beats with a 
sense of hope that springs eternal.         

With sincere appreciation for your 
support and partnership,  
Teresa Malone
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The Impact of Your Support

Step-by-Step: Making Educational Strides in Cortez 
Monica Ramirez had a slight problem. She needed to teach a  Google Basics computer course for the Cortez 
Adult Education Center—the DAEC’s new satellite location—but she had no way of knowing how many 
people would enroll or what their technological skill levels might be. 

She wound up with 11 students spanning a wide range of ages, demographics, and abilities. Together, they 
investigated the online Google tools such as Mail, Calendar, Docs, Sheets, and Slides. 

Christina Adams was perhaps the youngest student in the class.   For Adams, taking the Google Basics class 
was a natural extension to her blossoming education. She was already enrolled in the CAEC’s High School 
Equivalency program, attending classes all day, every day of the week. After she earns her GED, Adams plans 
to attend community college and become a diesel mechanic. Maybe one day, she and her husband William, 
can own and operate their own repair shop. 

You might not know it by looking, but Adams is a diligent mother of four. Her first             
child came along while she was teenager, which meant she had to quit high school. 

“I had to take responsibility for being a mom,” Adams explained. “But it [graduating] 
has always been something I wanted to do.”

When she first enrolled at the CAEC, she felt certain she would not get anything but 
hassles and, no doubt, she would bomb her first tests. However, what she did not 
anticipate was the stunning commitment and quality of the teachers and staff at the 
CAEC.

“They are really helpful,” she said. “They are so like: You’ve got this! You can do this! It’s 	
			   so encouraging.”
 
Now, Adams stands on a significant brink. With only one subject test left to pass, a fork in her ancestral road 
may form, making her the first in her family to not only complete, but also expand her education. “No one in 
my family ever graduated high school, except my grandma. My sisters dropped out. I dropped out. My aunts 
and uncles dropped out. I mean everybody just gave up on it.”

Understanding the magnitude of this achievement may be elusive to anyone who has seen their siblings, 
parents, or extended relatives go on to get diplomas and degrees. The path they walk has footsteps to 
follow. Not so for Adams and countless thousands like her. For them, the way forward is uncharted and unlit. 

That her footprints are likely to be followed by her children is not lost on Adams, 
which is a big reason why she will continually add to her learning, even though it 
makes life at home a tad more chaotic. Whether she’s taking high school equivalency 
courses or learning about Google tools, Christina Adams sees the impact her learning 
has every time her seven-year-old delights in doing homework while his momma also 
does her homework. 

Adams noted, “I wanted to show my kids: Look, I did it. And I did it under these 
conditions. You can do it, too.”

Interestingly, of all the challenges Monica Ramirez tackled when designing her 
Google course, she had no way to know the skills she shared would contribute so 
much and so deeply to one family’s future. 

  Christina  
studying in a GED class

  Christina Adams  
GED student



Stephanie Moran continued

Students Continue to Be BOOSTED

The Impact of Your Support 

Moran departs from education just as the entire field undergoes tumultuous tremors across the nation. 
Students lead marches and walk-outs to protest school safety amidst an onslaught of shootings and 
proposals to arm teachers. To make matters worse, recent decades have produced increasingly sparse state 
and federal coffers for education funding. In several states, teachers are demonstrating for higher wages.

“Here’s part of my philosophy,” she says, “much can be taken from us; people can be 
taken from us, houses, cars, places that we lived. But your education…nobody can 
ever take that from you. This is what I tell students: This is yours. You earn it, you 
keep it.” 

When asked to reflect on what makes her most proud in her nearly 20 years, 
Moran’s voice softens, grows very tender, when she says, “I am just incredibly proud  
of our students. They go on to own businesses. They support families. They give 
back to the community.  They teach us with their empathy. They make us who 
we are.”

All of which suggests Moran’s stance is more than mere Pollyanna platitudes. 
Her hope for the future has real meat on real bones.

  

After three years, the BOOST program continues to make a huge impact in the lives of our students.   
From academic advising to assistance to job placement to financial education, the program offers life 
skills needed to succeed after students attain their GED or achieve English proficiency.  

 

* 10 students learned basic money management and healthy 
cooking through our 7-week Cooking and Money Matters course.   

	
* $33,000 was awarded to 35 students in 2017 for post-secondary 
scholarships for early childhood 
certification and a variety of 
educational pathways.  

 

* 2017 GED graduate Gabriella Gething recently was awarded the 
Philanthropic Educational Organization (PEO) Colorado State Scholarship 
Award for $3,750 to help her continue her studies in Early Childhood Education.  
Gabriella was one of only 17 students awarded this scholarship in Colorado.  
P.E.O. is a philanthropic educational organization for women built upon service 
and philanthropy.  PEO’s mission is to promote educational opportunities for 
women.  Three local PEO chapters award scholarships to our qualified GED 
graduates to assist with post-secondary education.   

  Stephanie honored as 2016 
Adult Educator of the Year

  Gabriella speaking at her 
GED Graduation

  Students last month with their Cooking 
Matters completion certificates
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2017 Donors
Literacy Proponents & 
Benefactors

Anschutz Family Foundation
Bank of the San Juans 
Richard & Mary Lyn 
Ballantine
Buell Foundation
City of Durango
Community Foundation 
Serving Southwest Colorado
Bryan & Jacquelyn Dear
Edward Madigan Fund
La Plata County
Maybel Y Hughes Charitable 
Trust
Moniker Foundation
Michael & Elaine Moravan 
Foundation
Penny O’Keefe
Pope Family Charitable 
Foundation
Susan Reese
Rotary Club of Durango - 
Evening
United Way of Southwest 
Colorado	
	 	
Literacy Champions

John & Cissy Anderson
Ballantine Family Fund
Greg & Karen Bell
Laura & Jeff Branson
Lois & Ken Carpenter
Jim & Cheryl Clay
Colorado Restaurant 
Association
Community Foundation 
Serving Southwest 
Colorado- Boone Fund
Crawford Family Foundation
Sandra Cushman
Erteszek Family  Foundation
First Southwest Bank
Ronald & Maureen Gassner
Trisha & William Hayes
Mercy Regional Medical 
Center
Janice & Pat Murphy
The Payroll Department
Jana Schaefer
Carol Salomon & Norman 
Broad
Bart Tabor
Texas Instruments
Nan Uhl
John & Angie Wolgamott

Literacy Leaders

Gail Aalund
Beta Sigma Phi
Sandra Berman-LaFrance
Vicki & Will Coe
Cathy Crum
Deborah Duncan

Lon Erwin
First National Bank of Dgo. 
Ulys Gardella
Connie Jacobs
Marti & Stephen Kiely
Teresa & Eric Malone
Sweetie Marbury
Kim Martin & Steve Phillips
Barbara McLachlan
Stephanie Moran & Andrew 
Gulliford
Betzi Murphy
Jim Olson
PEO Chapter FX
Christine Phillips
Linda Schwinghammer
Janice Sheftel
Terry & Dinah Swan

Literacy Advocates

Allison Aichele
Wayne Bedor
Robert Bricca
Virginia & Bob Chaput
Antonia Clark
Mary & Joe Colgan
Lynn Daugherty
Grace Deltscheff
Durango Emblem Club
Ruth & Charles Guarino
Tim Guill
Barbara Harris
Nicki Massioen
Scott Mathis
Judy Michalski
Tim & Carolyn Miller
Mountain Waters Rafting
Richard Podlesnik
Kelly Quach
Jane & Steve Short
Ann & Richhard Smith
David Smith
Joseph Stilwell
Wells Group
	
Literacy Friends 
& Sponsors  

Sharon & Will Abshagen
Lauren & Matt Ammerman
AmazonSmile
Terra Anderson
Cori & Shawn Andreatta
Animas High School
Sheryl & Roger Ayers
Sally & Vic Bellerue
Elizabeth Benefiel
Sherra Bornheim
Leonora Branca
Cheryle Brandsma
Marcie Bray
Dean Brookie
Sarah & Cordell Brown
Susan & Richard Brown
Elizabeth Bruen
Andrew Burns

Connie Chamberlain
Nancy & Eddie Cheung
Mary Jane Clark
Marcia & Gordon Clouser
Paulette & Clyde Church
Nancy & Bob Conrad
Kathleen Costello
Margo & Ernest Cotton
Bernardine Cox
Linda Curtiss
Marie & Michael Davidson
Kathy Deadrick
Kim & Scott Dickinson
Dgo. Silverton Narrow 
Gauge RR
Deborah Edwards
Janelle & Timothy Ellils
Joyce Erickson
Stanna Galbraith
Maggie Galland
Lynn Gallati & Marty Cagan
Chessa & Jay Gill
Sue & Richard Griffith
Barbara & Leroy Gust
Patricia Hall
Marianne Halm
Ginna Harbison
Jennifer Hardy
Holly Hatch
Barbara Hawn & Trenton 
Wann
Beth Henchel
Mary Irby
Ingrid Iversen & Terry Tyler
Marye Jackson
Helen James
Cori & Brett Jameson
Jeanine Justice & Kip Koso
Maile & Olin Kane
Judy Karp
Suasn Koonce & John Lyons
Stephen Krest
Kroeger / City Market
Susan & Tim Kroes
Shannon & Bob Kunkel
Jennifer & Lucas LaFrance
Janis & Craig Larson
Bruce LeClaire
Cherrie Lum
Dena & Lonnie Malouff
Rochelle Mann
Sandra & Don Mapel
Maria’s Bookshop
Donna & Jim Martin
Ellen Matthews Turiel
Erica Max
Renee & Michael McAliney
Linda McLain
Bonnie & Thomas Miller
Tom Miller
Georgene Mills
Sydney Morris
Munchkin Kidz Mart
Kay Neal
Emily Newcomer
Jana Newport
Stephanie Nichols

Katie & John Ogier
Johnie & Charles O’Nan
Jackie & Ken Oros
Parady Tax Solutions
Ellen & Ross Park
Jill Patton
Jane & Richard Pearson
PEO Chapter CS
PEO Chapter IT
Margaret & Richard Peterson
Charlotte & Martin Pirnat
Jean & Howard Poe
Tracy & Matthew Pope
Roger Ptolemy
Anne Putnam
Bobbi & David Rakita 
Glendora & John Ritchey
Sheri Rochford-Figgs
Ingrid Ryan
Marilyn Sandstrom
Faye Schrater & Dick White
Betty Schwartz-Bozeman
Kristen Searfus
Nancy & Robert Shanks
Karen Sheek
Gloria & David Smiley
Becca & Gloria Steinbach
Andree Stetson & Michael Lee
Ann Stringfellow & Michael 
Hudson
Olga & Dan Snowberger
StoneAge Tools
Catherine Sugnet & John Robb
Marilyn & Vernon Swanson
Janice & Brooks Taylor
Peter Tregillus
Kathy & Richard Tonnessen
Jill & William Tripp
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
Jean Van Sickle
Shaila Van Sickle
Mary & David Wagner
Jill Ward
Christine & William Warren
Tom & Linda West
Lynn Westberg
Lora & Darren White
Alison Williams
Gretchen Wilson
Wolf Creek Ski Resort
Briggen Wrinkle
Melissa Youssef
Karen & Jerry Zink
Sidny Zink

Ways to support 
the Center: 

contributing through 
Amazon Smile, 

Kroeger/City Market     
reward programs 

or making a 
direct donation.
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Upcoming Events
May 20 
Taste of Durango Benefi ciary  
Main Ave., Durango

May 30
GED Graduation
Durango Public Library - 6 pm

May 30
Stephanie Moran Retirement Party 
Durango Public Library - 7-9 pm

August 15
Community Concert Series Benefi ciary 
Rochester Hotel, Durango 

August 27
Fall Classes Start

DAEC Mission 
Durango Adult Education Center, a caring learning 

community, fi lls educational gaps by providing the skills and 
knowledge necessary for livable wage careers, 

post-secondary education, and social and economic mobility.

Why We Donate

Linda and I choose to donate to the Durango Adult 
Education Center (DAEC) because education is a 
well-documented avenue to a better life. 

The DAEC doesn’t just off er a highly successful 
program for earning a high school equivalency degree 
but includes teaching individual life skills for all ages and 
backgrounds to their students. If you want to see the joy 
and impact of earning a high school equivalency degree 
at DAEC, please attend a DAEC graduation ceremony 
where students, their friends and family celebrate this 
milestone.
 
We are fortunate to have an IRA to supplement our 
income in retirement.  There 
is a way to minimize taxes on 
mandatory IRA withdrawals 
after age 71 1/2. Contact your 
IRA administrator about 
Qualifi ed Charitable Donations 
(QCD) to see how to take 
advantage of a QCD when you 
donate to the DAEC.     

-Tom & Linda West
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